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[Iln an open democratic society the streets, the parks, and other public places are an important
facility for public discussioand political processThey are in brief a public forum that the
citizen can commandeer; the generosity and empathy with which such facilities are made
available is an index of freedom.

Rt. Hon.Antonio Lamer, Chief Justice of Canada
Committee for the Commonwealth of Canadar. Canada [1991] 1 S.C.R. 139

You do not have to choose between strong, effeetpolicing or the human righegpproach.
You can marry the two

Demonstrating respect for rights? A human rights approach to policing protest
UKJoint Parliamentary Committee on Human Righ#009

As an independent observer for CCLA on the streets of Toronto during-gtesgmmit, |
was asked by a police officer what | was doing standing on the sidéwsll explained that,
like him, I was in the business of guard@igarterrights.

CCLA Human Rights Monitor
June 28, 2010






EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

TheCanadian Charter of Rights and Freedguarantees everyone in Canada the right to freedom of
expression and the right to peaceful assemliyalso guarantees the right of all persons to be free
from arbitrary detention and unreasonable search and seizure. These constitutional libedies

the limits they place on government and poligeare the foundations of our free and democratic
society. The G20 Summit did not authorize or warrant their suspension. Constitutional guarantees
matter becauseas is often said, without thendeven the mostiemocratic society could all too easily

fall prey to the abuses and excesses of a police sfate.

It is the opinion of the Canadian Civil Liberties Association that police conduct during the G20 Summit
was, at times, disproportionate, arbitrary and exadees In our view, despite instances of
commendable and professional conduct, the policing and security efforts, especially after 5PM on
June 26 and June 2fajled to demonstrat&commitment to/ I Y | €hsfdtional values.

The conditions for some oheé policing problems that were experienced during the summit were set
during the preparatory stage. This report outlines some of the issues that undermined the security
efforts. For example, the lack of transparency surrounding the designation of thetgguerimeter
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view, to an inappropriate use of the these powers. The large number of police officers during the
week leading to the G20 generated botlsaspicion of wasted resources and a sentiment of potential
intimidation. June 26 represents a turning point. Widespread property damage was committed by a
cohort of vandals in the downtown of Toronto on that day. We condemn this criminal activity and
adknowledge that it warranted a response by police. The response which police provided, however,
was unprecedented, disproportionate and, at times, unconstitutional.

Over the next 36 hours, over 900 people (possibly close to 1000) were arrested bycgbkdargest
massarrest in Canadian history. Media, human rights monitors, protestors and pasgensre
scooped up off the streets. Detained people were not allowed to speak to a lawyer or to their
families. Arbitrary searches occurred in countlesafionis across the city, in many instances several
kilometers from the G20 summit site. Peaceful protests were violently dispersed and force was used.
In an effort to locate and disable 14®0 vandals, the police disregarded the constitutional rights of
thousands.

In preparation for this report, the CCLA dispatched over 50 human rights monitors to makeaficst

! Justice Corgf the Supreme Court of CanateR.v. Storrey [1990] 1 S.C.R. 241, par. 14
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observations of the police presence at G20ated demonstrations throughout the wee&ur report
OKNRBRYAOf Sa GKS Ay Omdd3ights nonifofs Iwiinessed Broughoyt th@ sumnfitdz
and, where indicated, reports we have received from members of the public and have verified and
found trustworthy. There are, of course, many examples of very competent and professional conduct
on the pat of police officers throughout the week which were notbg our monitors. We certainly
acknowledge that the police faced a difficult task. Nonetheless, Canadians are entitled to policing
that does not undermine constitutional values. Unfortunately, w@nsider that theabuses
chronicled in this report exceed the threshold of a few isolated incidents. In our view, they represent
instances of inappropriate policing that cannot simply be swept away as the G20 ends. They demand
accountability.

The CCLA is calling on all levels of government to take immediate action to correct some of the
weaknesses in the legal framework surrounding public order policing in Canada. It also demands that
independent inquiries be conducted into several aspecthefgolicing during the G20 Summit.

In particular, weaskfor:

1. Repeal or significant amendment of thBublic Works Protection Adb meet basic
constitutional standards
2. Withdrawal of all charges laid under tiRaiblic Works Protection Act
Implementationof consultation and transparency requirements for regulatory processes
Apology from theDntariogovernment forthe process used to adopt the designation pursuant
to the Public Works Protection Act
Implementation of better guidelines for the establishmexitsecurity perimeters
Regulation of new crowd control technologies prior to their use and deployment
Compensation for business owners and for persons wrongfully arrested
Amendments to theCriminal Codéo modernize and bring up to constitutional standards the
provisions relating to breach of the peace, unlawful assemblies and riots
9. Full independentnquiry into the actions of the police during the G20particular.
a. The dispersal of protesters at the designated demonstration &ig¢ v dzS SohQa t
Saturday June 25
b. The detention and mass arrest on the Esplanade on the night of Saturday June 26
c. The arrests and police actions outside the Eastern Ave. deterg@émnire on the
morning of Sunday, June 27
d. The prolonged detentiomnd mass arresvf individuals at Queen St. W. and Spadina
Ave.on the evening of Sunday, Juné™7
e. The conditions of detention at the Eastern Ave. detention centre
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